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Central Florida Commercial Association of REALTORS® hosts luncheon on 
“Hometown Democracy” 

Proposed constitutional amendment called “a grave threat to Florida’s future”
Orlando, FL - (December 18, 2007) – The Central Florida Commercial Association of REALTORS® (CFCAR) hosted a luncheon event in The Villages on December 12, 2007 to discuss the controversial Hometown Democracy proposal.  The event was sponsored by The Villages.

CFCAR Chairman Geno Jarquin, leasing associate for the Spanish Springs and Lake Sumter Landings Town Centers and the Buffalo Ridge center, also sponsored the event.  Ariel Christenson was introduced as the Central Florida Commercial Association of REALTORS® (CFCAR) Governmental Affairs Chairman.  The event’s guest speaker was Ryan Houck, Political Director for Floridians for Smarter Growth (FSG). Houck delivered a presentation outlining the potential impacts of the Hometown Democracy amendment and encouraged listeners to take a stand against the proposal. 

“The so-called "Hometown Democracy" amendment is a grave threat to Florida's families and Florida’s future,” said Houck.  “Under this amendment, it would not be uncommon for voters to face two-hundred to three-hundred different land use amendments at the ballot box.  We’re talking about a proposal that would seriously disrupt the daily lives of all Floridians and imperil our state’s unique quality-of-life.”

- more -

“CFCAR supports Floridians for Smarter Growth and believes that this amendment will result in a system that is worse, not better,” said CFCAR’s immediate past president, John Crossman, President of the Orlando-based Crossman & Company.  “It’s clear to us that this amendment will endanger our state’s economic vitality. We are encouraging members to join Floridians for Smarter Growth in their efforts to defeat it.”
“Local governments—and ultimately, taxpayers—will inherit the cost of holding elections for every proposed comprehensive plan change,” concluded Houck.  “We’re talking about even minor and technical changes, not just major revisions.  It’s clear that Hometown Democracy will drive down voter participation at the same time it drives up costs.”  

The Central Florida Commercial Association of REALTORS® is committed to enhancing the business of all members.  CFCAR provides commercial practitioners with opportunities to network and market listings, search properties or collaborate with other commercial practitioners regionally.  CFCAR currently serves the following ten counties: Alachua, Brevard, Flagler, Lake, Marion, Orange, Osceola, Seminole, Sumter and Volusia Counties.  For more information on CFCAR, please visit www.CFCAR.net or call 407-816-7368. 
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